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Extension Needs for Para Rubber Plantation by Farmers under the Para Rubber
Plantation Project in Non Sang District of Nong Bua Lam Phu Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic state of farmers
who participated in the Para Rubber Plantation Project in Non Sang District, Nong Bua Lam
Phu Province; (2) their fundamental knowledge of Para Rubber plantation raising and the
Para Rubber Plantation Project; (3) their extension needs for Para Rubber plantation raising;
(4) the correlation between various factors and their extension needs for Para Rubber
plantation raising; and (5) their problems and suggestions on their Para Rubber plantation
raising.

The population in this study were 220 farmers who had raised Para Rubber
plantation and participated in the Para Rubber Plantation Project in Non Sang District, Nong
Bua Lam Phu Province under the Para Rubber Plantation Extension of the Office of Aid Fund
for Para Rubber Plantation in Nong Bua Lam Phu Province. The sample size was calculated
by using Taro Yamane’s Formula, 142 persons altogether. The instrument used to collect the
data was an interview form. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by instant
computer programs were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, and
standard deviation, while the correlation between independent variables and dependent ones
was analyzed by using correlation analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: More than half of the studied farmers
were male, with average age at 56.24 years. They were educated at primary level. The
average quantity of members of their family was 4.94 persons. All of them were members of
Para Rubber plantation farmer group. And more than half of them had no experience in Para
Rubber production, the rest of them had average duration of experience in Para Rubber
production at 5.14 years. The average quantity of the labor in their family who worked in
Para Rubber production was 2.70 persons. The average quantity of their area used for Para
Rubber plantation raising was 10.54 Rai. Their main occupation was a farmer, while their
subordinate occupation was a hired worker. Their average income obtaining from agricultural
section was 83,922.54 Baht per family, while the one obtaining from non-agricultural
sections was 36,782.95 Baht per family. More than half of them took out loans from the Bank
for Agriculture and Agricultural Co-Operative to spend on Para Rubber plantation raising. In
general, their fundamental knowledge of Para Rubber plantation raising was at a little level,
while their knowledge of the Para Rubber plantation project was at much level. They needed
knowledge and technology of Para Rubber plantation raising, the support and services for
their Para Rubber plantation raising, and format/procedure/media used in the Para Rubber
plantation raising extension at much level in every aspect. They needed the extension at much
level in the form of training courses and visiting their plantation, and they needed the
extension in the form of group training through personal media or lectures. And from the
hypothesis testing, it was found that their age, their experience in the Para Rubber production,
the quantity of the labor in their Para Rubber plantation raising, the size of the area used for
their Para Rubber plantation raising, their knowledge level in the aspect of the production, the
preservation, the marketing, the extension of the Para Rubber plantation raising, and the
project did not correlate with their extension needs for the Para Rubber plantation raising,
while their education level and their income obtaining from agricultural section did.
Considering their problems and suggestions on their Para Rubber plantation raising, it was
found that they had problems in the aspect of the Para Rubber production at the most level.

Keywords: Extension needs, Para rubber plantation project, Nong bua lam phu province
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